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PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES May 23, 2019 

FPD # 18 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – FLAG SALUTE 
President O Harra Buttz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the flag salute. 
 
WELCOME and THANK YOU TO HOST 
President O’Harra Buttz thanked Orting Valley for hosting tonight’s meeting.  Chief Gibson 
welcomed everyone to Orting Valley Fire & Rescue.  Chief Gibson reported their LID lift passed 
last year and starting to implement things on their strategic plan.  Buying a custom fire engine for 
the first time, have always purchased a demo rig in the past.  CPR initiative for new autopulse 
equipment.  May is volcano awareness month.  Last 25-30 years Orting School District has an 
evacuation drill.  This year started something new.  It went very well and still making some 
adjustments.  All 3,000 kids got out in 48 minutes.  May 17th Puyallup did their first evacuation 
with 9,000 kids.  Working on a regional 4-5 year plan on traffic control staff points, etc.  Hope is to 
have a tabletop drill and then a functional drill.  Goal is to have Sumner, Puyallup and Orting 
Schools all do an evacuation drill on the same day.  City of Puyallup was the largest evacuation 
drill in North America.  Sumner is doing a modified drill this year and full drill next year.  Point of 
Safety is 30 feet, 45 minutes. 
 
ROLL CALL – SELF-INTRODUCTIONS   
Roll was taken with self-introductions, according to the sign-in sheet, 10 Districts were 
represented by 24 attendees made up of Commissioners, Chiefs, Secretaries and/or visitors.    
 
PROGRAM – Jim Jaques on Tri County Consortium on Active Shooter Training 
Vice President Sutich introduced guest speaker Jim Jaques, Assistant Chief from East Pierce 
Fire & Rescue who is here to speak on the Tri County CCTA (complex coordinated terrorism 
attack) program.  Snohomish, King and Pierce grant for complex coordinated terrorism attack.  
When the grant was approved it was the formation of a board to oversee planning process.  
Powerpoint presentation.  Emergency Management, Law Enforcement, Fire Service and Dispatch 
are represented on the board.  He is representative for Pierce County Fire Chiefs and Hallie 
McCurdy from West Pierce is the alternate representative.  All 3 counties have adopted a policy 
which will be updated as they work through this process.  OT and backfill for drills done so far 
have been covered by grant monies.  Communications workshop done.  4 days in March in 
Snohomish County for training.  Part of requirement with grant is to go to each other’s areas and 
drill together.  April in Auburn at GSA complex.  Today just finished up at ShoWare Center in 
Kent.  In the neighborhood of 300 participants through the training.  The Association thanked AC 
Jaques for his presentation. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Eckroth moved and Commissioner Garling seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. MOTION CARRIED.   
 
MINUTES OF April 25, 2019 MEETING and Treasurer’s Report – See attached 
It was moved by Commissioner Rankin and seconded by Commissioner Dannat to approve the 
April 25, 2019 minutes and the Treasurer’s Report (see attached copy on backside of Agenda) as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED.   
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SGT. AT ARMS – NAME BADGES 
Commissioner Allison collected from those who forgot their badges.   
Commissioners in need of new badges?  Commissioner Holm stated he went to the Graham 
Station on 70th and got his picture taken and badge made.  August meeting is at Graham Fire will 
try to have someone there to take pictures and get badges made. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
REGULAR REPORTS: 
a) Regional Representative Report – Gene Dobry 
Reported WFCA quarterly meeting took place on April 27th.  Healthcare committee provided 
information on first quarter results.  New logo/branding for the healthcare program.  Update 
workshops in the fall – Spokane, Olympia and at the conference.  Spring conference at 
Clearwater resort had 72 attendees.  Chelan seminar already has 200+ registered.  Succession 
plan put together for Nora and Sandy.  Education Committee meets June 22nd to set agenda for 
the conference.  Set the registration at $340.00.  Conference to alternate back and forth from 
Tulalip to Spokane at Davenport.  Hospitality Room contribution Thurston County will front the 
money and then let the Association know amount to pay at the Conference.   
 
b) Legal - Joe and/or Eric Quinn 
Not present. 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
a) Fire Chiefs Association - Dan Rankin / Tom Sutich 
 
Commissioner Sutich reported met at Gig Harbor and DEM Director Jody Ferguson was their 
guest speaker.   

b) Legislative - Dale Mitchell 
Reported the Legislative session ended on the 28th and no extension.  Looked at work on 
mobilization sunset clause, which was wiped out entirely.  Other one disconcerting to a lot was 
what happened with the volunteer pension program somehow a couple of legislators felt the need 
to put some roadblocks.  Did not pass.  Will be working to get it revised and bring it back in the 
next session.  HB 1912.  Wildfire prevention passed.  Prepaid postage for all election ballots.   

c) Bates Technical College - Dan Rankin   
Reported they met on the 21st.  Looking for 5 – 8 acres of land to purchase.  2.8 million from the 
State to hopefully do what they want to do.  24 in EMT, 26 and 21 in day academy.  Have a new 
President about a month ago.   
 
Commissioner Mitchell asked Vice President Sutich to ask Chuck LeBlanc be a speaker to give 
an update on the Training Academy.   
 
d) Fund Raising Activities -  Ed Egan 
Commissioner Mitchell had President O’Harra Buttz draw the winning ticket.  Commissioner Holm 
had the winning ticket and won $35.00. 
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e) Annual Picnic/Potluck –Bill Eckroth and Arlene Dannat 
Commissioner Dannat has a sign up sheet for the Potluck in July.  The Association to supply the 
meat – hamburgers and hot dogs from Cash n Carry.  Who’s doing the cooking?  Hamburgers 
and brats.  Sign up sheet passed around.  Potluck to be at 6:00 p.m.   
 
f) Annual Banquet – DORMANT - Mike Cathey 
 
g) Scholarship & Education - Tom Sutich / Stan Moffett 
No report. 

h) Awards Committee – DORMANT – Sheila Niven 
 
i) Membership – Kevin Gorder 
No report.   
 
j) Programs – Tom Sutich 
Reported June speaker will be Sheila Nivens going to bring in the lady that heads up Dispatch 
Health.  August will be Andrew Nieditz from SS911.    
 
k) Sunshine -  Arlene Dannat 
No report. 
 
l) NAEFO – Gerry Gustafson 
No report. 
 
m) Nominating – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Sheila Niven 
Commissioner Rankin stated need to open the Nominating Committee.  Gene Dobry who is the 
current Region 7 representative position is up the end of the year. 
 
Tom Sutich nominated Mike Cathey for the District 7 representative.  Commissioner Mitchell 
seconded the nomination. 
 
Commissioner Rankin moved to close the nominations.  Commissioner Moffett seconded the 
motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
n) Audit – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Margaret O’Harra Buttz 
 
o) SS911 Committee – Dan Rankin 
Reported they had a very short meeting.  In the process of voting in June on new governance.  
City of Fife approved new governance.  Everyone has to have done by the end of June.  As it 
stands now everyone is in agreement.  May 8th meeting overview on the building.  Distributed 
handouts (copies attached).   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Speakers Appreciation Gift 
Commissioner Egan not present.  Commissioner Mitchell reported that Commissioner Egan found 
an example of a coin as an idea.  2 sizes 1 ½” and 2”, zinc or brass, etc.   1 ½” Prices   $5-6.00 
each for 100 coins.  20% more in brass.  Cost for set up.  Asked that maybe we decide if want to 
continue on with this to come up with a design, etc.  Commissioner Rankin stated there had been 
coins made in the past – Mike Grant from Edgewood had handled them.  Discussion followed.  It 
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was decided to go with the 1 ½” size coin in brass.  Logo that is on Letterhead and Ed to talk to 
regarding colors, etc.  Members can purchase coins as well. 
 
Vice President Sutich stated he has not received any Scholarship requests so the money in that 
budget line item could be used for coins purchase if needed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Commissioner Rankin congratulations to all of the newly elected Commissioners. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:26 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
Denise Menge,  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Website:  http://www.pcfirecommissioners.org/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 
2019 Meeting Dates and Locations: 
January 24, 2019 - FPD # 5 – Gig Harbor – 10222 Bujacich Rd NW                                                       
February 28, 2019 – FPD # 6 – Central Pierce – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
March 28, 2019 – FPD # 22 – East Pierce – 18421 Veterans Memorial Dr, Bonney Lake 
April 25, 2019 – FPD # 13 – Browns/Dash Point – 4815 Wa-Tau-Ga Ave NE 
May 23, 2019 – FPD # 18 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
June 27, 2019 – FPD # 16 – Key Peninsula – 8911 Key Peninsual Hwy KPN 
July 25, 2019 – Potluck BBQ – CPFR Station 60 17520 22nd Ave E                                         
August 22, 2019 – FPD # 21 – Graham – 23014 70th Ave E 
Sept. 26, 2019 – FPD # 17 South Pierce – Sta. 171 302 McNaught St, Roy 
October 24, 2019 - NO MEETING – STATE CONFERENCE 
November 21, 2019 – FPD #3 – West Pierce – 5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
     (3rd Thursday due to 4th Thursday being Thanksgiving) 
December 5, 2019 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET 
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